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“The thing that hath been, it is that which shall be; 

and that which is done is that which shall be done.” 

— Ecclesiastes, Ch. 1, v.9 

 

When French people are about to get married, they quote a saying that sums up two thousand 

years of conjugal wisdom: they say: “The time comes when you just have to draw a line and 

put an end to the situation.” And some even go on to add: “one way or the other.” 

Well now, the time has come for me too to draw the line and make an end of it: and so this 

will probably be my last contribution to Ufology. 

The reason for this is not, of course, that I am about to get married. (My children are the ones 

who are now at the marrying age!) No. It is simply that, when I was making a detailed 

examination of the UFO wave of the autumn of 1954, I had a particular purpose in mind: 

namely to introduce the scientific method into the study of UFOs, even though this would 

mean that others and not I myself would have to do the actual work. 

Well now, this has already come about, and it is being done' well — in France at any rate — 

since GEPAN began to produce their first findings. Their first report (Spring 1978) master-

minded by Claude Poher, has convinced those of France's scientists who have been willing to 

study it, that the UFOs are indeed a real and important problem, and one well deserving of 

their interest.(1) 

Poher is at this moment on sabbatical leave somewhere on the high seas in a boat that he built 

with his own hands. His place in Toulouse has been taken by Alain Esterle, another engineer 

at the French National Centre for Space Studies (C.N.E.S.). Esterle is a competent, 

painstaking, thorough type of man. He and his team have spent their first year of research in 

drawing up the shape of the programme that their penetrating investigation into the UFOs will 

take. Those who have read through this study programme(2) realize that never before has any 

group of investigators compiled so exhaustive a method for looking at all conceivable aspects 

— whether known or possible or merely suspected — of the UFO phenomenon, not excluding 

those aspects of the phenomenon which still lie outside the field with which our scientific 

method is able to cope. In France, at any rate (quite apart from such questions as the 

maintenance of a state of permanent alert, and the surveillance of the national territory) the 



era of the private UFO investigator is over, for only the professional scientists are possessed 

of those large-scale means — laboratories and computers and so on — that will be required if 

any new progress in UFO research is to be made. Thanks to the resources available to the 

C.N.E.S., backed up by the Army, Navy, and Gendarmerie, one can now be sure that, 

henceforth, nothing further will happen anywhere in France without being investigated 

thoroughly — with, of course, the obvious exception of anything that might possibly take 

place without attracting human attention and so without our knowledge. 

*** 

It is towards this last-mentioned possible aspect of our problem that I should now like to 

direct my final reflections. 

For this purpose, I shall base myself not on Ufology itself, but on the speculations now going 

on among astrophysicists regarding the subject of extraterrestrial life. The impatient reader 

may perhaps think that I am going to try once again to prove the E.T. Hypothesis to him. Let 

him be patient! Having followed with close attention the discussions and discoveries of the 

astronomers over the course of recent years, I propose — on the contrary — to prove that a 

throughgoing study of the E.T. Hypothesis solely from the astronomical standpoint will 

inevitably end in our envisaging the existence of an Ultra-E.T.H. comprising all realities of 

psychism and of the history of our planet, including also all that we still regard as pertaining 

to the realm of parapsychology, and even of religion. 

*** 

At the end of last June (1979) there was held in Las Vegas the first world congress of 

engineers to discuss the problem of interstellar galactic propulsion. 

Convened by the most eminent American engineering association, this congress had as its 

objective the examination of all the possible means for converting into reality something that, 

only fifteen or twenty years ago, still seemed to pertain to the realms of science fiction: 

namely travel from star to star (i.e. from sun to sun) across the Galaxy. I have no knowledge 

as yet of the papers that were read there, but there were expected to be several hundreds of 

them. It may well be that at that conference there was far more talk of the difficulties than of 

the means for achieving so formidable an enterprise. Nevertheless, it remains a fact that, if we 

date the birth of modern science from the discovery of the quanta (Max Planck, 1900), then it 

has taken only 79 years from that date for engineers to be considering that the time has come 

to examine the means available for effecting this Great Voyage — the prelude to the Diaspora 

of mankind (terrestrial) throughout the Galaxy. 

*** 

On the other hand a number of astronomers and physicists (Stephen Dole and G.K. O'Neill for 

example) have calculated — and have done so quite separately — that, within the framework 

of only those means that are available to present-day science, a minimum of one million 

years, and a maximum of ten million years, would elapse between the first interstellar voyage 

and the total occupation of the Galaxy. 



In other words, (a) we are, at this moment, already studying the means for leaving our solar 

system and, (b) even if we admit that this Great Departure can only become possible in a few 

centuries from now, the entire Galaxy will be occupied by mankind (terrestrial) — or, rather, 

by its descendants — in from one million to ten million years from now. 

*** 

It is from this point onwards that I now request the reader's close attention, for I am about to 

introduce the Cat Flap Effect which, I think, will alter radically all our previous speculations 

about “extraterrestrial” life. 

Up till now, the big preoccupation of the astronomers dedicated to the Search for 

Extraterrestrial Intelligences (S.E.T.I.) has been to find the most plausible solution for 

Drake's Equation, as set out, for example, in 1973 by Sagan in his article “On the Detectivity 

of Advanced Galactic Civilizations” in Icarus No.19, p.350:- 

N being the number of galactic “civilizations” capable of 

communicating with us, this equation is written as N = RL 

where L is the presumed lifetime of a civilization, and R is the product of six highly 

speculative factors of probability, such as the “probable” number of stars having a planetary 

system; the “probable” number of planets “suitable for life”; the “probable” number of those 

planets where life has appeared; the “probable” number of those planets that have given birth 

to an intelligent species, etc., etc. 

All these “probabilities”, about which we know nothing whatsoever, are highly uncertain and 

so naturally they are — like every probability — inferior to 1. The product of them can 

therefore naturally only tend towards zero. 

We see thus that, despite our immense desire to know, S.E.T.I. is a well-nigh desperate piece 

of research. In fact, all the conferences and all the publications on this theme have only ended 

in a mass of contradictory and unverifiable suppositions, and you can see convincing proof of 

this merely by reading through the bibliography(3). 

But the two facts noted above, namely that (a) we men, after less than a hundred years of 

advanced science, are already studying the means of setting out for the stars, and that (b) a 

few millions of years will suffice for us to occupy the whole Galaxy, these two facts render 

Drake's Equation totally useless and totally obsolete. 

For it is in fact useless for us to know (even very vaguely) how many stars have “suitable” 

planets, how many of them have produced life, etc. (see what we have said above), inasmuch 

as, if only one single planet in the whole of our Galaxy were more advanced than ours is, this 

would suffice for some portion of the Galaxy, or indeed for the whole of it, to be occupied 

already. 

The Cat-Flap is the technology of the first interstellar voyage: the first civilization to cross the 

Cat-Flap point explodes, literally, into Galactic Space, and occupies it totally, within a 



negligeable period of time (i.e. between one and ten million years) compared to the 

cosmological durations of time which are registered not in millions of years, but in billions. 

*** 

The numerous and uncertain questions raised by Drake's Equation are thus replaced by one 

single, solitary question, to wit: has anyone else yet crossed the Cat-Flap? 

This question, which at first sight looks as uncertain as the R factors in Drake's Equation, can 

(and should) be put in a far more striking fashion, namely as follows: What is the 

Probability that we are the most evolved beings in the Galaxy? 

For, once the question has been put in these terms, the reply given by astrophysics is inclined 

towards the view that the probability of such a situation is virtually nil. 

In fact there are tens of billions of stars of the same type as the Sun, and the majority of them 

are older than the Sun — older than the Sun by billions (not millions) of years. 

Consequently it is virtually infinitely improbable that we could be the first species to reach the 

Cat-Flap threshold. Indeed, on the contrary, it is infinitely probable that the Cat-Flap was 

passed by somebody else billions of years ago and that, during the whole of the vast period of 

time that has elapsed since then, the Galaxy in its entirety has been occupied(4). 

*** 

If we accept this (and let us remember that the only alternative is that we are the most evolved 

of all beings in Space) then we must at once face up to certain consequences which totally 

alter the whole of our perspectives, historical, philosophical, and indeed religious too. 

We would, for example, have to face up to the fact that “somebody” (or “something”) was 

already around when the Earth came into existence; that this “somebody” was present (but, 

indeed, were “they” merely present!) throughout the whole evolution of life on Earth, the 

appearance of man, and the whole of his history. 

And furthermore we must face up to yet another consequence: how are we going to be able to 

imagine for ourselves what that “somebody” or “something” is like, when 90% of all that we 

know at this very moment in 1979 was unknown to our own grandparents less than one 

century ago? 

It is not surprising that the astrophysicists have detected nothing in Space resembling any sort 

of human activity such as we would define as “intelligent”. What would indeed be surprising 

would be for the contrary to be the case. What, pray, is our own “intelligence” likely to be in a 

few billions of years from now, if men of my own generation now no longer recognise the 

world that they knew in the days of their own childhood?(5) 

*** 

Well, here I am now, talking about my age. Let us just leave the matter there, then. I have 

nothing more to say on our subject — that is to say, if the reader agrees with me that, in fact, 



while we have only been discussing astrophysics in this article, that is, nonetheless, our 

subject — this subject which we — my cat Grisonne and I — have so often discussed in our 

beloved FSR. Since her mention of this Cat-Flap — for it was Grisonne herself who 

suggested it to me in the first place — she too has had nothing more to say on our subject, and 

I must in truth confess to you that she has aged quite a bit, and she is sick and somewhat 

senile. 

Let this then be the expression of our final thanks and of our adieux to our readers, to all of 

whom I wish a long life. 
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But such a hypothesis contradicts the laws of large numbers: it would mean that every evolution, 

without one single exception, commits suicide at the close of its “technological episode”. But should 

just one civilization, amid the vast infinity of historical chances, not commit suicide, then, sooner or 

later, that civilization will find itself coming up to the Cat Flap, and, once across it, that civilization 
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